WEIGHT OF THE AIR*
gree of latitude, and consequently the column of air
over them much shorter. The current of superior air
tvill littger and accumulate over these places in its pas-
sage towards the polesj and thus occasion ah irregulari-
ty in its motion^ which will produce a similar irregu-
larity in the barometer. Such accumulations will be
formed over the north-western parts of Asia and over
North America: hence the barometer usually .stands
higher, and varies less there than in Europe. Accu-
mulations are also formed upon the Pyrenees, the Alps,
the mountains of Africa^ Turkey in EiKope^ Tartary;
and Tibet; When these accumulations have gone on
for some time, the density of the air becomes too great
to be balanced by the surrounding atmosphere ; it
rushes down on the neighbouring countries^ and pro-
duces eold windsj which raise the barometer* Hence
the rise of the barometer which generally attends north*
east winds in Europe^ as they proceed from accumula-
tions in the north-west of Asia; or about the pole ;
hence, too^ the north-west wind frotn the mountains of
Tibet raises the barometer at Calcutta.
It is possible that considerable quantities of air are
occasionally destroyed in the polar regions. When this
happens, the atmosphere to the south rushes in to fill
up the void; Hence south-west winds take place, and
the barometer falls.
As the mean height of our hemisphere differs in diffe-
rent years, the density of the atmosphere, and conse-
quently the quantity of equatorial air which flows to-
wards the poles, must also be Variable, Hence the
range of the barometer is different i'n different years*
Does this range correspond to the mean annual heat ?
that is to say, is the range greatest when the heat itf
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